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The issues of poverty and inequalities are among the main concerns of developing 
economies. According to the World Bank Report in 2018, there are around 700 
million people living below the poverty line of USD1.90 per day.  
 
Fighting against poverty and minimizing inequalities are the top priorities based on 
the declaration of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The first target of MDGs 
is poverty eradication covering the period of 1990 to 2015. In September 2015, 
United Nations has adopted Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), updating 
MDGs by defining broader and more ambitious development objectives.  
 
However, a recent COVID-19 pandemic has erased almost all progress made in the 
last five years. The World Bank estimated that 40 to 60 million people will fall into an 
extreme poverty (earning below USD1.90 per day) in 2020, as a result of COVID-19, 
depending on the assumptions of the size of economic shocks.  
 
The same report mentioned that a global extreme poverty rate could increase to 
around nine percent this year. It is very unfortunate for countries that are actually 
able to move out of poverty, show a slow progress. Factors such as economic crisis, 
food insecurity and climate change often force them back into poverty.  
 
The unusual outbreak of COVID-19 has been considered as an indirect consequence 
to the global environmental changes. There are both positive and negative impacts of 
the pandemic. Social distancing policies adopted by most countries in the world show 
positive impacts on the environment. According to the Global Carbon Project, the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions could drop to proportions that never seen before 
since World War II.  
 
In Europe, air pollution has dramatically decreased since the order to the citizens to 
stay at home to contain the spread of coronavirus. The industrial waste emission has 
also decreased to a large extend as various types of industries are closed 
temporarily. Almost zero emission of green-house gases and toxic tiny suspended 
particles to the environment due to reduced vehicles used on the roads.  
 
On the other hand, during the lockdown period, there is an increase demand for 
online shopping and home delivery. Consequently, it leads to an increase in the 
organic waste generated by households. There is also an increase in the inorganic 
waste when most of the food purchased online are shipped-packed.  
 
As reported by Calma, the increase of medical waste also occurs when hospitals in 
Wuhan produced an average of 240 metric tons of medical waste per day during the 
outbreak, compared to their previous average of fewer than 50 tons. In addition, 
personal protective equipment such as masks and gloves also contribute to the 
increase of garbage in the United States.  
 



Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reported that developing 
countries are expected to suffer the most from the negative impacts of climate 
change. World Health Organization predicts that in 2030, climate change will 
contribute to approximately 250,000 additional deaths per year, from malnutrition, 
malaria, diarrhea and heat stress.  
 
This is due to the economic importance of climate-sensitive sectors such as 
agriculture and fisheries of these countries, and their limited human, institutional, and 
financial capacity to anticipate and respond to the direct and indirect effects of 
climate change.  
 
Hence, an accurate and effective poverty measurement that is country-specific is 
important to alleviate the poverty induced by climate change. Pocket of poverty might 
increase post COVID-19 due to the new normal practices that are technology-based. 
Therefore, investment in health and education and improve information access about 
the economic and climate change impact of coronavirus pandemic is a good policy 
move.  
 

 
 


